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Groundbreaking Conference on Portrayals of Race 
Available on CMA Web site 

CLEVELAND — Visions of Race, the groundbreaking conference held at the Cleveland Museum of Art 
(CMA), is now available on the museum's Web site (www.clevelandart.orq) . The daylong conference 
explored representations of African Americans, Native Americans, and Hispanic Americans in popular 
culture. Web site visitors will experience a videotaped version of the actual conference. Speakers include 
noted art historians, artists, and community representatives addressing the role of stereotypes in visual 
art and their Impact on American values and perceptions. 

"We have this wonderful opportunity through the Internet to let the positive impact of the 
conference resonate long after the actual event," says CMA director Katharine Lee Reid. "This is a great 
way to bring these important issues to a national and even international audience. It is the type of 
program that parents can share with their children and teachers can share with their classes." 

The conference on-line includes video of six speakers, plus an introduction to the program by 
Ms, Reid. Each lecture is approximately 20 minutes long and can be accessed individually. Footage of 
the panel discussion, which followed the lectures, is also available to viewers and features additional 
noted scholars and experts as well as audience Interaction. 

The Visions of Race Web site will ultimately include a wealth of bibliographic references, teacher 
resources, and links to other organizations and Web sites relevant to this subject. 

The following are excerpts from the lectures: 

"The issue is [about] the power of images, as those images are used in the various venues of our 
popular culture to assign worth and value to various groups within our society." 

— Reverend Marvin McMickle, Pastor, Antioch Baptist Church, 
(Cleveland), The Faces of Blackness: The History of Stereotyping Black 
Americans 

"We should be doing precisely what we are doing today ... we need to gather together, all of us 
with a stake in cultural perception and image, to talk with one another and ultimately to act on 
those conversations and discussions." 

— W. Richard West, Director of the National Museum of the American 
Indian, Smithsonian Institution, (Washington, D.C.), Images of Native 
Americans: Good-bye Columbus, Farewell, Tonto. 
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"Simplifying one's enemies, or presenting them as anemic caricatures, is more common than praising them. 
And while images of Hispanophilia do exist in American history, more common are the Hispanophobic 
images of threat, corruption, and decay." 

— Ramon A. Gutierrez, Professor, Department of Ethnic Studies, University of 
California, San Diego, Greasers, Banditos, Lovers and Immigrants: Representation of 
Latinos in Popular Culture. 

"Race is an unreliable construct and it was devised in attempts to categorize the natural world but was 
developed and used to subordinate non-white peoples." 

— Michael D. Harris, Professor, African and African-American Art, University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, Colored Pictures: Constructing and Contesting Racial Images. 

"I really wanted to learn about the museum's collecting patterns, learning about race, from [the museum's] 
own collecting patterns over history. Sometimes the omissions said as much as what they had [on view]." 

— Fred Wilson, artist, (New York), referring to Mining the Museum, his 1994 landmark 
exhibition at the Maryland Historical Society. 

"Jazz dancing was linked to sexuality and to the primitive; jazz was seen as unleashing civilized man's 
savage instincts, and thus it was only one step removed from the African Jungle. Hence what [was] deemed 
as the instinctual, spontaneous movements of black people were attractive and seen as positive 
representations." 


— Robin D. G. Kelley, Professor of History and Africana Studies, New York University, 
Black and Tan Fantasies: Seeing Race through the Dark Shades of Jazz. 


Panelists were: 

• Carol Spindel, Professor, Department of English, University of Illinois, Champaign- 
Urbana 

• Juanita Helphrey, Minister and Team Leader for the Racial Justice Team, The Justice and Witness 
Ministries. United Church of Christ, Cleveland 

• Pablo Mitchell, Professor, Department of History, Oberlin College 

• John L. Moore, Senior Visiting Artist/Associate Professor, Department of Art and Art History, 

Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, New York 

• Sandra R. Schwartz, Director, The National Conference for Community and Justice 
Moderators were: 

• Adrienne L Jones, CMA Trustee and Co-Chair of CMA's African-American Task Force; 

Conference Co-ChaIr 

• Sharon F. Patton, John Gill Cowles Director, Allen Memorial Art Museum, Oberlin College; 

Conference Co-Chair 

CMA Director Katharine Lee Reid served as respondent. 

Visions of Race was presented by CMA with additional support from The National Conference for 
Community and Justice. Visions of Race is the second major public event to be recorded and made available to a 
local, national, and international Internet audience. Also on the CMA's Web site is The Museum and Community: 
A Conference in Honor of Robert P. Bergman (http://www.clevelandart.org/byzantine/webcast.htm). 

For more information on CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.cleveiand.art.orq . 
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